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In our classic paper, we investigated both the clinical response and survival of patients treated with radiotherapy (RT) or thermoradiotherapy (TRT; RT plus hyperthermia [HT]) for Stage IIIB cervical carcinomas. Our study clearly demonstrated that TRT can result in beneficial effects for complete response and/or local relapse-free survival. To date, six randomized trials including our study have been published on the additive effect of HT in patients with locally advanced cervical cancer. In contrast, the combination of RT and platinum-based chemotherapy (CT) has gained wide acceptance. However, two recent meta-analyses suggested that the impact of adding CT to RT is less obvious in patients with advanced-stage tumors. Conversely, four of six randomized trials comparing the results of RT alone with TRT showed a beneficial effect for the patients with Stage IIIB tumors. From this, the patients with higher stage or bulkier tumors may benefit more from the addition of HT to RT than the addition of CT. To demonstrate the effectiveness of TRT for some cancers, including locally advanced cervical cancer, well designed randomized clinical trials are necessary.